
 

04/02/2025 

 

Dear Zoning Board of Appeals, 

I am writing to respectfully request a variance for the property located at 466 Driftwood Avenue, 
Rochester, MI (Parcel Number 70-15-14-430-008), to allow for the division of the lot into two separate 
parcels, each measuring 80 feet in width. The current lot is 160 feet wide, and this proposed adjustment 
would reflect the character and configuration of approximately 90% of the surrounding homes in the 
neighborhood. 

The strict enforcement of the current zoning ordinance presents an unnecessary hardship in this case. 
The size and condition of the existing property make it difficult to maintain or sell in its current state. By 
permitting the lot to be split, I would be able to construct two modest, thoughtfully designed homes that 
are consistent in scale, style, and appearance with the existing neighborhood. These homes would not 
alter the essential character of the area, but rather enhance it by bringing in new, well-maintained 
housing that complements the community's existing aesthetic. 

Importantly, the homes we propose to build would be more financially accessible, particularly for first-
time buyers or those looking to downsize. As the vast majority of new homes being constructed in 
Rochester Hills are significantly larger and more expensive, our proposed development would offer a rare 
and much-needed alternative that promotes greater housing diversity and affordability in the city. 

Granting this variance would be both fair and equitable—to myself as the applicant and to other 
property owners—by allowing for reasonable use of the land without compromising the integrity of the 
neighborhood. In contrast, denying the request would impose a disproportionate burden, limiting the 
viable options for improving and utilizing the property in a way that benefits the community as a whole. 

To further demonstrate community support, I have personally reached out to neighbors in the 
immediate area, and I’m pleased to report that they are supportive of our plan to split the lot and build 
two homes. I have also included a letter of support from one of those neighbors, which reflects the 
positive response we have received. 

I sincerely appreciate your time and thoughtful consideration of this request. I am more than willing to 
provide any additional documentation or answer any questions you may have. I look forward to the 
opportunity to discuss this proposal further and hope for a favorable review. 

Thank you for your attention and service to the community. 

Sincerely, 

Ron Whittle 

 





April 4, 2025 

Dear Zoning Board of Appeals, 

I am a resident of 484 Driftwood Ave in Rochester Hills, Michigan, where I've lived since 

2016. I truly enjoy living in this neighborhood. However, one issue that has been a 

consistent concern is the presence of dilapidated houses in the area. These rundown 

homes not only contribute to blight but also pose safety risks, especially when they are 

abandoned. 

One such property is located directly next to my home, and I would very much like to see it 

developed. That said, I believe any development should be consistent with the existing lot 

sizes of neighboring homes. My property and my neighbor to the south both sit on 80-foot

wide lots. If the property to the north, 466 Driftwood Ave, is allowed to build on a full 160-

foot lot, it could negatively affect the value and desirability of our homes should we decide 

to sell in the future. 

This would be unfair to both myself and my neighbor, and I respectfully request that the lot 

at 466 Driftwood be split into two 80-foot parcels, in line with the surrounding properties. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

John Bartlett 

484 Driftwood Ave 

Rochester Hills, Ml 
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