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..Title 
Amendment to Ballot Language regarding Elimination of Primary Elections in the City of Rochester Hills 
 
..Body 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rochester Hills desires to initiate a proposed amendment to 
City Charter Sections 9.8, Nomination Procedure, and 9.9, Primary Election, to eliminate references to 
and the requirement for a City Primary Election for Mayoral and City Council candidates. 
 
THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Rochester Hills resolves: 
 
1. The City Council, by a three-fifths vote of its members-elect, pursuant to the authority granted under 
the Home Rule Cities Act, MCL 117.1, et seq, proposes to amend the City of Rochester Hills Charter to 
amend Charter Section 9.8, Nomination Procedure, and delete Charter Section 9.9, Primary Election, in its 
entirety. 
 
 
2. Provisions of existing Section 9.8 of the City of Rochester Hills Charter to be amended if the proposed 
amendment is adopted now reads as follows: 
 
The candidates for elective office shall be nominated from the City by petitions on forms furnished by the 
Clerk, or such other forms as are allowed by the State Election Law.  Each such petitions shall be signed 
by not less than fifty (50) nor more than seventy-five (75) registered electors of the City, and shall be filed 
at the Office of the Clerk before four in the afternoon (4:00 p.m.), Michigan time, on the twelfth Tuesday 
preceding the September primary in each odd-numbered year accomplished by an Affidavit of Identity as 
required by the State Election Law. 
 
Electors signing any petition shall add their residential address and the date of signature.  No electors shall 
sign petitions for more candidates for any office than the number to be elected to such office, and should 
they do so, the signature bearing the most recent date shall be invalidated.  No petition shall be left for 
signatures in any public place.  When a petition is filed by persons other than the person whose name 
appears thereon as a candidate, it may be accepted only when accompanied by the written consent of the 
candidate. 
 
 
3. As amended, Section 9.8 of the City of Rochester Hills Charter would read as follows: 
 
The candidates for elective office shall be nominated from the City by petitions on forms furnished by the 
Clerk, or such other forms as are allowed by the State Election Law.  Each such petitions shall be signed 
by not less than fifty (50) nor ore than seventy-five (75) registered electors of the City, and shall be filed 
at the Office of the Clerk before four in the afternoon (4:00 p.m.),  
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Michigan time, on the twelfth Tuesday preceding the September primary November regular election in 
each odd-numbered year accomplished by an Affidavit of Identity as required by the State Election Law. 
 
Electors signing any petition shall add their residential address and the date of signature.  No electors shall 
sign petitions for more candidates for any office than the number to be elected to such office, and should 
they do so, the signature bearing the most recent date shall be invalidated.  No petition shall be left for 
signatures in any public place.  When a petition is filed by persons other than the person whose name 
appears thereon as a candidate, it may be accepted only when accompanied by the written consent of the 
candidate. 
 
 
4. Provisions of existing Section 9.9 of the City of Rochester Hills Charter to be deleted if the proposed 
amendment is adopted now read as follows: 
 
The City primary election shall be held on the Tuesday after the second Monday in September of each 
odd-numbered year.  If there are not more than twice the number of candidates for each office to be filled 
as there are persons to be elected, the primary election shall not be held, and those persons filing valid 
petitions shall be declared the nominees. 
 
 
5. The purpose of the proposed Charter amendment shall be stated on the ballot as follows: 
 
A proposal to amend the City Charter by modifying Section 9.8 and deleting Section 9.9.  If adopted, 
there will be no Primary Election, and nominating petitions for elective office shall be due by the twelfth 
Tuesday preceding the November regular election. 
 
 
6. The City Clerk shall forthwith transmit a copy of the proposed amendment to the Governor of the 
State of Michigan for the Governor's approval, and transmit a copy of the foregoing statement of purpose 
of the proposed Charter amendment to the Michigan Attorney General for the Attorney General's 
approval, as required by law. 
 
 
7. The proposed Charter amendment shall be submitted to the qualified electors of this City at the 
general election to be held in the City of Rochester Hills on Tuesday, November __, 2004, and the City 
Clerk is hereby directed to give notice of the election and notice of registration therefore in the manner 
prescribed by law and to do all things and to provide all supplies necessary to submit the proposed Charter 
amendment to a vote of the electors as required by law. 
 
 
8. The proposed amendment shall be submitted to the electors in the following form: 
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PROPOSED CITY CHARTER AMENDMENT TO 

ELIMINATE CITY PRIMARY ELECTION 
 

A proposal to amend the City Charter by modifying Section 9.8 and deleting Section 9.9. If adopted, there 
will be no Primary Election, and nominating petitions for elective office shall be due by the twelfth 
Tuesday preceding the November regular election. 
 
 
Shall the City of Rochester Hills Charter be amended to modify Section 9.8 and delete Section 9.9 to 
eliminate the Primary Election, and provide that nominating petitions for elective office shall be filed at 
the City Clerk's Office by 4:00 p.m. on the twelfth Tuesday preceding the November regular election? 
 

YES         NO   
 
 
 
9. The proposed Charter amendment shall be published in full together with the existing Charter 
provision that will be altered or abrogated thereby as part of the election notice not less than 10 days prior 
to the election. 
 
 
10. The canvass and determination of the votes on the proposed Charter amendment shall be made in 
accordance with the laws of the State of Michigan and the City of Rochester Hills Charter. 
 
 
11. Through the adoption of this Resolution, the City Council hereby rescinds and replaces previously 
adopted Resolution no. RES 0251-2004  adopted on July 28, 2004. 
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