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Narrative for Conditional Approval of 36-inch RCP 

The project proposes 85 linear feet of 36-inch reinforced concrete pipe (RCP) to replace the existing 
culvert at the access drive. The existing culverts are dual 12-inch corrugated metal pipes that are at 
least half full of sediment. The proposed RCP will meet the Michigan Department of Environment, 
Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) minor permit standards for new or replacement culverts and bridge 
structures that are 100 feet or less in length. The proposed culvert will span the 3-foot-wide 
bankfull width of the stream, will be set on the same slope as the deepest part of the riffle channel 
measured from the upstream riffle to a downstream riffle outside of the effects of the existing 
culvert, will align with the centerline of the stream at both the inlet and outlet ends, and the invert 
elevation will be buried six inches (1/6 of the bankfull width). Since the proposed culvert will span 
the bankfull width of the stream and will be buried, it will allow for passage of wildlife, prevent 
erosion upstream and downstream, provide sufficient hydraulic capacity during storm events, and 
reduce the risk of flooding. The proposed impacts to Wetland A as a result of the culvert installation 
would be the same for the proposed 36-inch RCP culvert as they are for a small span bridge or box 
culvert. The permanent impact to Wetland A will be a result of installing the culvert in the wetland, 
and associated fill and grading for the proposed road and sidewalk that will be placed above the 
culvert. The installation of a box culvert or small span bridge would also permanently impact 
Wetland A for the road and sidewalk. Therefore, Enliven Developers are requesting conditional 
approval for the 36-inch RCP. 
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