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the best of the many most excellent homesteads in the township. A view of the
fine residence, aud portraits of Mr. and Mrs. Norton, adorn another puyze of our
work,

Five children—four sons and one daughter—have blessed the home of My, and
Mrs. Norton: Alvira, born December, 1849 ; William H., born Apiil 11, 1852 :
Johin T, September 15, 1855 ; Clarence 8., December 20,1859 ; und Girans, Sep-
tember 20, 1869,  Mr. Norton has been identified with the Repablican party in
his politieal afiiliations since its organization. Ie las flled aceeptubly to the
people the office of under-sheriff of Oukland County six years, town coll
three years, and other positions of less note,

He is orthodox in his religious views and sentiments. e isg most systematic
farwer, and, per consequence, a highly successful one, and is in his personal char-

acteristics benevoleut and affable, and is one to whom the needy never
vain for relief,

ector

apply in

JOHN KINNEY,

Awong the pionecrs of Aven township, the memory of John Kinney wil}
remain ever fresl and fragrant. A courteous Christian gentlemau, in the broadest
acceptation of the term,

 None knew him but to love him,
None named him bul to prajse.”
ITe was » native of the town of Oxford, War
January 5, 1811, and wus the youngest in a family of seven children, all of
whom are now decensed.  He received & good commou-school education in his
native town, and in 1833 was united in marriage to Miss Bliza S, MeCracken, of
his native State, and daughter of the late John McCracken, of Mace
Michigan, Shortly after their marriage,
native town, whereon they remained unti

ren county, New Jersey, being born

on county,
the young couple bought a farm in their
11837, when they came to Michigan to
hew out, for themselves a home amid the charming lakes of Oukland,

mwade the journey with their own conveyanee to Buffulo, thence by
Detroit, from which latter point they drove again to Avon &
team.  On his arvival, Mr, Kinuey purchased one hundred g
on section 25, upon which firm he vesided the remainder of Lis earthily career,
This hemestead (a view of whieh, together with portraits of its muaster and mis-
tress, we present to our readers on another page of our work) well attests the
industry of itg proprietor, 2s no better or more highly cultivated one can be found
in the county. The worthy pair of whom we write by frugality and industry
accwmuiated a goodiy store of worldly wealth, insomuch that Jater in Jife they
were independent of hard labor and anxiety touching the future « rainy dauys,”
This competeney was enjoyeil not only by those who had gained it, but by all
who were so fortunate as to be numbered among their wumerous and frequent
guests.  In politics Mr. Kinney was a Jaeksonian Democrat, and was called upon
by his fellow-townsmen to fill mwany positions of trust in their gift.  He united
in lis youth with the Methodist Episcopal churel, and his whols life adorned the

They
lake to
ownship their gwn
ud eighty-six acres

profession of lis boyhood. He foll asleep in the full expectancy of the realiz-
tion of Lis lopes, Juauuary I, 1877,

Mrs. Kinney was born December 6, 1812, and received what was cousidered
in those days a good cducation, and, although now in her sixty-sixth year, retuins
her mental vigor and bodily health in a marked degree of superiority. Sle is a
genial and affable lady, and pleasing conversationalist,

ALBERT TERRY.

Among the estimable eitizens of Qukiand County none rank higher than does
Albert Terry. His fathers fawmily were natives of Berkshire county, Massa.
chusetts, from whence they emigrated to Livingston county, New York, in the carly
part of the nineteenth century.  The subjeet of our sketeh was the cldest of
family of fourteen children, equally divided between the tWo sexes,
in Lima, Livingston county, New York, September 10, 1817, wlicre he received
4 good common-sckool edueation, and taught school for a time previcus to his
majority. Wlen le arrived at that important period of young man's Hfe (Qcto-
ber, 1838) he came to Michigan, with no means of moment, and spent three
months in Macomb county, and then returned to New York, and in Apri] follow-
ing (1839) with his father's faily cawe back to Michigan and purchased the
northeast quarter of section 33, in the township of Avon, on which he now
resides.  TIn Qotober, 1839, he returned to New York aud brought from thence
to his westerns home an estimable lady as his wife, Miss Delia L
first purchase Mr, Tarry subsequently added one hundred and thirty-two acres,
his farm now comprising one hundred and ninety-two acres, and is one of the best
farms in the towuship.  Trom a wild, unbroken tract he h
most excetlently tilled and cultivated farm, .

In politics, Mr. Terry is o Demoerat, and one of the most convivcing proofs of
his ability aud intsgrity, and the high esteem in which he is held by his tewns-
e, is the fact that for fourteen years continuously, from 1862 1o 1876, he has
been chosen to fill the office of supervisor of his township, though the people are
largely oppesed to him in political sentiment, the towuship being Repubi
during the entire period,

Mrs. Terry bore te him seven children, and died i 1859,

In 1860, My, Terry brought to his home another companion, Miss Luciny
Richardson, daughter of Isage Richardson, formerly of Pontiae.
in August, 1837, in the town of Howa
Dominion of Canada,

ITe wus bomn

sthrop.  To his

as brought it up to a

ican

Blie was born
rd, Kent county, proviuce of Ontario,

By steady and persevering industry, corract habits, and straightfory

ard up-
rightuess, Mr. Terry has gained a com

petency, which lLe iz now enjoying fu his
old age, cheered and Pleased by the richly-nerited regard of hi
fellow-citizens, We present to our readers a v
Terry, and also the portraits of himsel? and
page of our work.,

8 neighbors and
lew of the old homestead of Mr,
his worthy helpmeet, on angther
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'Terry House' and longtime resident share colorful history

By Craig Bryson

Georgianna Kersting
remembers the {irst tme she and
husband Ferdinand Carl drove
past the scemic red brick house
and adjoning barns on Auburn
Road in the mid-1920s.

AL the time, she recalled. her
tusband told her that was just the
Rind of house he would fike 1 hive
o someday. On Oclober 1, 197
Kersting and her husband moved
nie the home

Kersting. now %rand a resident
of Lake Oron, retunged to the
histarie “Terry Houdel . named
for the man whe buill @t n
1852, Monday evemng 10 shure
some of ner memones of ang
knowledge abou! lhe stately
home.

The hotvie sits on the sours side
1 Aubiirn Road, several hundrec
wurds west of Livernos Road, It
was added lo the Repister of
Historic Homes w1 1988, {1 was
construeted by Albert Terry. o
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nreminant farmer wha served for
L4 ¥ears as e Avon Township
SUPErVISor,

Kersting, wha lived in the home
until 1987 noted many changes
have octurred singe she and her
musband moved irom their one-
rooim Highiand Park apartinent
to the hame that fall day in 1927

She remembers ey first saw
i home when drving along the
then unpaved Auburn Road
enrowte from Detroit 10 Pon bac
to wisither iather, Not fong after-
ward. they found out it was for
sate and. after “alking 10 the
banker n Rochester.© arranged
& Wan and purchased the home
tor §7.200. She pois oul that at
first shey di not vy the adjoin-
me 126 acre farm. though they
purchased 1t jater.

“We saw tus house when we
arove to Fonbiac 1o see my {ather
We drove soross  Auburn Road)
an Christmas Eve and we ipoked
it and saw the Chrstmas tree afl
it up ang my husband sald, ‘I'g
iike 10 hve w2 house like thal
some  das Georglanng
recalieg

When thes moved m. sire
remenred. there was no in-
OOnT DIUMDING. 5o turpace apd
anl¥ & hand purmp in the kitchap
fer water—-and she was four
months pregaant. Her fushang,
whi hatd recently gone o work for
the Michigan Bell Tejephone
Company followng neariy g
decade of service in the Army
vwhich Inciuged SEIVIDE a5 g
commissioned officer under
(reneral Pershing durmg World
War 1: was able 1o take three
months off of work to update the
house.

Georgianna, & 25-vear-old
science leacher in the Detrsit
scheol system when they maved
. Iell her own jnb shortly
therealler on 4 maternity leave.
She took two years away {rom
teaching before returning to her
beloved profession.

During his time off. Ferdinand,
3 at the tms. was able to instal]
plumbing in the house, put in s
furnace and complete many
other updates to the home.

11 was not unatil the early 19305

It was notunti the early 1930z,
in the depths of the Depression,

that the Kerstings purchased the
adjoining 120 acre farm. The
previous owner of the farm,
Georgianne noted, had become
delinguent on the property laxes
and the land came up at auction,

Until Georgianna and her his.
band sald the farmiand in 1955,
she said, they rented it to a Jocal
man who farmed it

“Until 1955, the rent oo the
farm paid our taxes,” (Georgian-
n4 saig.

Sitting in the home's tiving
reom Monday with current
owiners Albert and Millie
Farkany, it was clear that
Georgianng still has fongd feelings
for the home, The Farkanys, who
have painstakingly cecorated the
home in waditional decor. are
averjoyed sl the oppertunity to
learn first hané the home's
history.

Beth the Farkanvs gnd
Kersting noted they particuiarly
Appreciate features such sy the
nearly 1i-foot ceilings, tbe solid
white pire floors, the numerous
windows and the three inviting
porches.

Perhaps the most impressive
Toom i the home is the one now
used a5 the master bedroom.
Along the south and east wails of
the Toom are huge pate glass
windows offering an meredibie
view of the home’s yard-—-a yard
inwhich the Kerstings planted an
abundanee of rare and beautiful
trees.

Georgianna pointed out that
her husband had the huge win-
dows installed when it became
apparent that substaptial renova -
tion work was eeeded on those
walls,

From those windows, which
originally offered a view from the
“sitting room™, can be seen z
rare blend of unususal tress, in-
¢iuding magnolias, black wainut,
Korean dogwoods and others,

“My hushand planted every
tree on the site. We pianted
nlsual trees because 1 was g
science teacher and that's what
[ taught," she said, remetnbering
that she used to bring classes
from her Detroit schoo} out o hor
horas tg . Pty vy 1
home 1o study the trees.

I € Yine’s airy ditting room,
Georgiamms rememberg having
iarge ditiner parties st which she
would seat 20 people at her tabie,
She alsg pointed out the two salid
black walnut buffets whick are
huilt inte the room's walls. The
two were custom built for the
home and constructed from
lumber milied from trees grown
on the property, she explained.

The dining room, which rums
the width of the hotse, opens on -
Lo tnviting porches on both sides,
one apen and ene screened, Millie
Farkany pointed out that she and
ber husband eat dinner on the
easlern parch every opportunity
they gel.

The front facade of the
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Terry Hmis;: ‘{top) as seen
TR gt fy A TR

from Auburn Road. The
porch on the east side of
the house {middie) offers
a place to relax and view
the variety of rare trees in
the yvard. Georgianna
Kersting (bottom), here
standing next to the fiving
room fire place, lived in
the home from 1927 until
1887,







