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fJ Maintenance Tasks: wildlife and insects

Detention ponds that are properly maintained will consist 
of a healthy, balanced animal community that may include 
birds, mammals, fish and insects. Opportunities for creating. 
habitat i� and around detention basins should be evaluated 
in conjunction with annual maintenance activities in order 
to support a balanced ecosystem. Unhealthy ecosystems 
(nay occur in basins that are not maintained and can lead to' 
unbalanced populations of nuisance animal species. Common 
topics relating to wildlife and insects are described as follows: 

1. Wildlife Enhancements.

Installing bird boxes around basins and stocking fish in detention basins are common alternatives for enhancing
wildlife and creating balanced ecosystems. Contact your local community for more information.

2. Mosquitos and West Nile Virus.
Overpopulation of mosquitos may occur in detention ponds that are not functioning
properly and are not maintained. Many alternatives exist for managing
mosquito populations including the use of natural predators. In addition, many
local communities and local health departments have West Nile Virus programs.
Contact your local agency for more information regarding individualized programs.

3. Nuisance Geese.

Canadian geese have experienced huge population increases throughout the state and are commonly attracted to
lawns that are mowed, fertilized and regularly watered. The following activities will help minimize the presence of
geese in and around your detention ponds:
• Do not feed the geese. Feeding the geese leads to large numbers of geese congregating for free food that, in

tum, makes controlling the population around your detention pond more difficult. In addition, goose droppings
may increase the levels of fecal coliform in the detention pond.

• Establish vegetated buffers around your detention pond as described in the Vegetation Management section of
this Guidebook.

• Create fence barriers at least 30 inches in height to exclude the geese from the turf areas.
• Contact your local public works department or the Michigan Department of Natural Resources for more

information.
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