












Hello, 

 

My Name is Jo Soko, I am a resident of Rochester, MI, and my day job is in 

Cybersecurity. When we talk about Data Centers that are used to power AI, we are often also 

talking about community affectedness.  

From a Fortune article, “a study by the Houston Advanced Research Center estimated 

data centers would use 49 billion gallons in 2025 and as much as 399 billion gallons by 2030 [in 

Texas],” which heavily impacts surrounding communities (1). Communities throughout the 

country have experienced everything from sediment in their water (5), decrease in water pressure 

(1), doubled water bills/pricing (1), a lack of transparency from developers (1, 3), various types 

of pollution (2,3), and more. 

Michiganders’ current economic situation does not need to be further exacerbated by 

higher water bills, with everything else being increasingly expensive. Another economic strain is 

the last thing the residents of Rochester Hills, and Rochester, need. 

The current amount of data centers in Michigan are currently able to support our 

technological infrastructure, and will for years, as there are 75 total data centers in the state 

already, with 33 in the Detroit area (4). While Lake Huron, Rochester Hill’s water supply (6), 

can certainly hold billions of gallons, what will we do if it runs dry and runs residents into dry 

ground? 

I am urging every person sitting before me to implement an extension to the moratorium 

of the building of new Data Centers in Rochester Hills and the surrounding area, because the 

unknown extent of their impact needs further investigation. Rochester Hills is “innovative by 

nature,” and we need to protect both.  Thank you for your time. 

 

Sources 

1 - https://fortune.com/2026/05/13/data-center-georgia-arizona-water-wars/ 

2 -https://www.environmentalhealthproject.org/post/the-dangers-of-data-centers  

3 - https://www.datacenters.com/news/texas-water-crisis-the-impact-of-data-center-developments-on-a-fragile-resource  

4 - https://www.datacentermap.com/usa/michigan/  

5-  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjkaYyysYhA  

6- https://www.rochesterhills.org/frequently_asked_questions/water___sewer_billing.php  

https://www.lincolninst.edu/publications/land-lines-magazine/articles/land-water-impacts-data-centers/
https://fortune.com/2026/05/13/data-center-georgia-arizona-water-wars/
https://www.environmentalhealthproject.org/post/the-dangers-of-data-centers
https://www.datacenters.com/news/texas-water-crisis-the-impact-of-data-center-developments-on-a-fragile-resource
https://www.datacentermap.com/usa/michigan/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjkaYyysYhA
https://www.rochesterhills.org/frequently_asked_questions/water___sewer_billing.php
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