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January 22, 2009

Mr. Brian Barnett, Mayor

City of Rochester Hills

1000 Rochester Hills Drive

Rochester Hills, Michigan 48309-3033

Dear Mayor Barnett:

Enclosed is a copy of a memo from our Traffic-Safety Department Director
concerning speed limit posting on residential gravel and paved roads. | would
like specifically to call your attention to the five recommendations on the third
page of the memo. Our Board of Road Commissioners adopted a resolution
approving the implementation of those five recommendations at its regular

meeting on January 15, 2009,

As outlined in the memorandum, the 25 MPH speed limit posted at 283 locations
on gravel roads has not been enforceable for more than two years.
Consequently, RCOC crews will begin removing those signs as the weather and

workioads permit.

On road segments where the current law provides a lower than 55 MPH posting,
our crews will replace the 25 MPH signs with the appropriate speed signs.

Traffic studies will be requested for those 13 segments having 25 MPH postings
on paved roads that are referenced in paragraph four on page two of the memo.
The tables attached to the memo show the locations within each community that

will be affected by the changes.

If you should have any questions regarding the enciosed, please do not hesitate
to contact me or Dennis Kolar at 248-645-2000, or Gary Piotrowicz, Director,
Traffic-Safety Department at 248-858-4832.

Sincerely,

|
Brent O. Bair . ————
N . Sochesie!
Managing Director Gty 0 ol the Mayor

Enclosure

c Michae! J. Bouchard, Qakland County Sheriff
Michael McCabe, Oakland County Undersheriff
Road Commissioners Skarritt, Wilson, & Crake
Dennis Kolar, RCOC Deputy Managing Director
and County Highway Engineer
Gary Piotrowicz, RCOC Director of Traffic-Safety



Quality Life through Good Roads “We Care”
EOPIPIISSTON

inter-Departmental Memorandum

TRAFFIC-SAFETY DEPARTMENT
DATE: January 6, 2005

To: Brent O. Bair, Managing Director
From: Gary Piotrowicz, Director, Traffic-Safety Department

SUBJECT: GRAVEL ROAD AND PAVED ROAD RESIDENTIAL SPEED LIMIIT
POSTINGS

The change to state law (Public Act 85) effective November 9, 2006 eliminated the 25 miles per
for “residential districts” on gravel and paved roads.

hour (MPH) prima facie speed limits

Traffic-Safety Department staff’ drove all of the gravel roads under RCOC jurisdiction in the
county. We found 283 gravel road segments where, over the past 20 or more years, we have
posted a 25 MPH residential spwdlimitperRCOCPolicyandProcedure#Q, “Posting of
Statutory Speed Limits; Business/Residence Districts”, Dated September 23, 1985. RCOC did
not “establish” the 25 MPH limit at these locations, but rather determined whether or not they
qualified as residential districts under the law existing at the time. We simply posted the area to

remind drivers that the prima facie speed in the area was 25 MPH.
The 2006 law provides the following to establish speed limits:

Section 627

(1) A person operating a vehicle on & highway shall operate that vehicle at a
careful and prudent speed not greater than nor less than is reasonable and proper,
having due regard to the traffic, surface, and width of the highway and of any
other condition then existing. A person shall not operate a vehicle upon a highway
ataspwdgreaterthanthatwhichwiﬂpermitastopwithintheasau'ed, clear
distance ahead.

(2) Except in those instances where a lower speed is specified in this chapter or
the speed is unsafe pursuant to subsection (1), it is prima facie lawfil for the
operator of a vehicle to operate that vehicle at a speed not exceeding the
following, except when this speed would be unsafe:

(a) 25 miles per hour om all highways in a business district as that term is defined
in section 5.
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{b) 25 miles per hour in public parks unless a different speed is fixed and duly
posted.

(c) 25 miles per hour on all highways or parts of highways within the boundaries
of land platted under the land division act, 1967 PA 288, MCL 560.101 to
560.293, or the condominium act, 1978 PA 59, MCL 559.101 to 559.276, unless a
different speed is fixed and posted.

(d) 25 miles per hour on a highway segment with 60 or more vehicular access
points within 1/2 mile.

(€} 35 miles per hour on a highway segment with not less than 45 vehicular access
points but no more than 59 vehicular access points within 1/2 mile.

(£) 45 miles per hour on a highway segment with not less than 30 vehicular access
points but no more than 44 vehicular access points within 1/2 mile.

All gravel roads with fewer that 30 vehicle access points within 2 half mile will have no posted
speed limit, meaning drivers are required to drive at a safe speed given the conditions, with the

maximum allowable speed being 55 MPH.

Two bills were introduced in 2007, SB 117 by Senator Cassis and HB 4145 by Representative
Stakoe. Both bills proposed “grandfathering” in the 25 MPH zones. The Cass County Road
Commission is believed to be the only other road commission in the state that posted signs for
the 25 MPH residential speed zone permitted under the previous version of the law. However,
they had less than 30 locations and they discontimied this practice many years ago.
Consequently, RCOC was unable to gain the support of any other county road commissions in its
efforts to oppose the change to the state law.

The 2006 law mandates that prima facie speed limits are determined based on the number of
vehicular access points along a road segment. Based on this change, none of the 283 gravel road
locations would qualify for the 25 MPH limit. Three segments are prima facie 35 MPH and 33
segments are prima facie 45 MPH. These sections woyld be posted to advise drivers of the prima
facie speed limits. The remainder of the roads would be un-posted, meaning drivers would be
required to drive at a safe and reasonable speed given the conditions, with the maximum
allowable speed being 55 MPH (see attached spreadsheet).

It should also be noted that there are 13 segments of local or primary paved roads that currently
have 25 MPH speed limits posted on them based on the residential language that was in the
previous law. On the paved segments, 3 would end up being posted 45 MPH, 3 would be posted
35 MPH, 2 would be posted 25 MPH, and 5 would be un-posted if using the access point method
(see attached spreadsheet). These segments of road, however, can also be reviewed by
conducting an enginecring study with the Michigan State Police (MSP) and the effected
township to determine the appropriate absolute speed limit.

The law does allow & township to request an engineering and traffic investigation. However, the
Michigan State Police (MSP) will not issue Traffic Control Orders establishing speed limits on

gravel roads due to the frequently changing surface conditions. Regardless, our own speed
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studies have shown that motorists are driving similar speeds whether they are in posted
residential 25 MPH zones or in un-posied zones. The 85 percentile speeds were about 36 on

local roads and about 45 MPH on primary roads.

In December 2006 the legislature passed SB 248 which would have grandfathered in for 2 years
speed limits that were in effect prior to November 9, 2006. This bill was vetoed by the governor.
We were told that Oakland County was the only county that posted the 25 MPH residential
districts on gravel roads; consequently we had no support from the rest of the state in opposing
this change. RCOC must comply with the law, Public Act No. 85. The current signs are both
misleading, ineffective, and encourage disregard of properly posted speed limits. If the signs, are
removed or changed to conform to the law, motorists driving in Oakland County will experience
the same speed limits and signing that they will encounter in the other 82 counties in Michigan.

Additional support to update the residential speed limit signs to the current law comes from both
Iocal police agencies and the general public. We have continued to receive questions as to why
unenforceable speed limits remein posted. The police indicate that this is confusing to both
officers and motorists. The police continue to request that we become compliant with the current

law as soon as practical.
In view of all of the above, I recommend the following:

1. The currently posted residential 25 MPH speed limits on gravel roads be removed,;

2. Replace speed limits on gravel roads as appropriate following the current law which uses
access points.

3. The currently posted residential 25 MPH speed limits on paved roads be removed;

4. Replace speed limits on paved roads using & traffic study to be conducted with the MSP
and the ocal townships;

5. Update RCOC Policy and Procedure #9 to reflect the current law.

GCP/gep

attachments
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