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Interests/Reasons/Qualifications: | recently moved to Rochester Hills and would like
to become involved in the community. Serving on the Zoning/Sign Board of Appeais
would provide me with a means to be involved and serve the community using skills and
knowledge that | already possess as an attorney practicing real estate law with
Steinhardt Pesick & Cohen, P.C. My practice focuses primarily in property valuation
issues, like those arising in property taxation and eminent dorfain cases. But zoning is
a significant issue in such cases, as a property’s zoning controls its potential uses and
thus influences its value. Further, valuation cases often involve the types of issues that
may come before zoning boards of appeal, such as whether variances or special use
permits are appropriate for a given property; eminent domain cases in particular can
result in the need for parties to actually seek variances from zoning boards of appeal. |
believe that my background in such cases could be a valuable asset for the Rochester

Hills Zoning/Sign Board of Appeals.

Pertinent Education: | earned my B.A., cum faude, from Oakiand University with
maijors in philosophy and political science; | earmned my J.D., summa cum laude, from
the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law. Also, | have attended and participated in
a number of seminars sponsored by the American Bar Association and the State Bar of
Michigan Real Property Law Section addressing real estate law matters, including

zoning issues.

Hobbies/interests: | am an avid Detroit Tigers fan, and, when the weather is more
favorable, | hope to take advantage of the opportunities for outdoor recreation in and

around Rochester Hills.

Additional Information: Another experience that | believe is relevant to my application
for the Zoning/Sign Board of Appeals is the time | spent as a judicial law clerk for the
Hon. Michael Cavanagh, Justice of the Michigan Supreme Court. As a judicial law
clerk, | assisted Justice Cavanagh in deciding cases that the Supreme Court was
considering from 1989 to 2001. | assisted Justice Cavanagh in reviewing several cases
involving zoning issues during my time as his judicial law clerk, but the more important
point is that my experience provides me with background in the deliberative process

involved in a multi-member body reaching a decision.

Thank you for considering my application.





