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2012 RECOMMENDATION #1 

FEEDING BAN ORDINANCE 

The Rochester Hills City Council passed an ordinance in September 2008 preventing 

the feeding of wild animals other than birds.  This feeding ban is intended to reduce the 

current travel patterns of deer from their natural habitat into subdivisions where feeding 

stations and bait piles were provided.   

 

The supplemental feeding of wildlife is disruptive to their natural feeding habits.    While 

some residents enjoy recreational viewing of deer; this action is detrimental to the 

animals, attracts predators and nuisance species (raccoons, coyotes, rats, etc.); and 

can draw deer seeking food to cross heavy traffic areas, causing deer/vehicle accidents.  

While the statewide feeding ban has been lifted for 2011, the committee recommends 

this local ban should continue for 2012. 

 

Note 

The city should continue to educate residents of the need and purpose of the new 

ordinance through various sources: cable TV, Hills Herald publication, notes on water 

bills, etc.; publicly defend the feeding ban as a means of reducing deer/vehicle 

accidents, property damage, and to ensure awareness of the ordinance; and strongly 

enforce the ban to ensure compliance.   

 

2012 Action Plan Recommendations 

An article should be placed in the Fall Edition of the Hills Herald, information on 

the ban should be shown on Cable Channels 10, 20 and 99 and placed on the 

city’s website, and a note should continue to be put on water bills to remind 

residents of the city’s deer feeding ban.  Any reports of deer feeding within the 

city should be investigated and enforced by Ordinance Enforcement and Oakland 

County Sheriff Department. 

 

 

2012 RECOMMENDATION #2 

EDUCATIONAL COMPONENT 

The city should continue the information and programs available to residents on the 

deer problems in our city and provide additional information on fencing, plants rarely 

damaged by deer, deer repellents, as well as offer other suggestions, references, and 

guidelines to homeowner associations and individual residents on effective means to 

limit the nuisance deer and damage to their property and on avoiding deer/vehicle 

accidents. 

 The city should target their educational focus on the peak deer activity months of 

September through December and the hours of dawn and dusk. 

 The city should designate October as “Deer Awareness Month.” 
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 The city should encourage more homeowner tactics and programs on dealing with 

the city’s deer population. 

 The Parks & Forestry Department should continue to report to the Mayor and City 

Council on the status of the educational components, aerial flyover results, and 

SEMCOG deer/vehicle crash (DVC) data. 

 The city should disseminate deer information on its website and cable station and 

provide a range of deer resources for residents.  The website should provide a link 

to SEMCOG’s “Don’t Veer for Deer” program. 

 The city should continue to seek developing information on deer/vehicle crashes and 

conduct an annual deer count survey. 

 The city staff should continue to keep a log of deer calls/complaints and include that 

information in future reports. 

 

2012 Action Plan Recommendations 

The Mayor and City Council should designate October as “Deer Awareness 

Month.”  The Ranger/Naturalist has compiled a master list of volunteers that 

could assist him in talking with homeowners that call with deer complaints.  After 

appropriate city training, these volunteers can provide information, suggestions, 

and samples of repellents to those residents who are having problems with deer 

in their yards.  All resident calls on deer (nuisance deer and dead deer) should be 

documented on the City’s Lucity System.  Dead deer on county roadways should 

be forwarded to the Oakland County Road Commission for resolution.  Dead deer 

on private property remain the responsibility of the property owner, while dead 

deer on city roadways should be forwarded to and handled by the Department of 

Public Service. 

 

 

2012 RECOMMENDATION #3 

IMPROVED SIGNAGE AND ROADSIDE DETERRENTS 

Improving the signage on city and county roads warning motorists of deer crossing 

areas has potentially reduced deer/vehicle collisions.  The city should continue to 

examine current signage and countermeasures to identify any needed modifications 

and could test new cutting-edge innovations or deterrents.  The change to higher 

visibility signs in hot spot areas was completed by mid-October 2009 and should be 

monitored to ensure current locations reflect actual crossing areas. 

 

In addition, 

 The city should identify areas alongside major roads where high growth brush 

clearing would be helpful to increase visibility and notify the property owners with 

recommendations on how they could improve the sites and reduce DVC’s. 
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 The city should identify high deer/vehicle crash areas and increase public 

awareness of these areas. 

 The city should continue the use of changeable message boards with deer warnings 

during the peak deer/vehicle crash times of mid-October through mid-November and 

should consider using the portable speed flashers (similar to school crossing signs) 

at high deer/vehicle crash areas. 

 The city should continue to encourage Oakland University to consider brush removal 

along the high deer/vehicle crash areas adjacent to their property. 

 

2012 Action Plan Recommendations 

Engineering Division should cooperate with the Oakland County Road 

Commission to bring in portable signs and determine the best locations for 

placement based on the most recent deer/vehicle crash data.  These movable 

signs will warn motorists during the fall rut to be on the lookout for increased 

deer activity and to remind them to be cautious and to drive with care.  The city 

should continue to work with Oakland University and other landowners to identify 

and modify areas of excessive brush along major roads to increase visibility and 

reduce deer/vehicle crashes.   

 

 

2012 RECOMMENDATION #4 

RECREATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL HUNTING BAN 

The city should continue to ban recreational hunting in Rochester Hills.  In addition, the 

city should not permit qualified bow-hunting businesses on public or private property in 

2012. 

 

2012 RECOMMENDATION #5 

AERIAL DEER COUNT SURVEYS 

In an effort to monitor the deer population in the city, an annual aerial deer count survey 

should be continued.  These surveys aid in evaluating the effectiveness of the city’s 

Deer Management program as well as contribute valuable data for future decision-

making regarding this program. 

 

2012 Action Plan Recommendations 

The Ranger/Naturalist should continue to work with Oakland County to 

coordinate an aerial deer count survey of the same parcels as last year for 

comparison.  The information should be given to the Deer Management Advisory 

Committee for review and to note any trends. 
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2012 RECOMMENDATION #6 

MONITORING DEER/VEHICLE COLLISIONS 

Monitoring the number, locations, and time of deer/vehicle collisions is an important 

step in obtaining qualitative information needed to evaluate the effectiveness of the 

various components of the Deer Management program.  Tracking this information can 

be used for comparison purposes with previous years to determine which components 

were most effective.  The city should continue monitoring the deer/vehicle collisions as 

provided by SEMCOG and encourage more timely reports.  The final audited (by 

Michigan State Police) report should be included in the Parks report to City Council 

when available. 

 

2012 Action Plan Recommendations 

The Ranger/Naturalist should work with SEMCOG to obtain information on 

deer/vehicle collisions in Rochester Hills.  This information should be given to the 

Deer Management Advisory Committee to note any trends and should be shared 

with Engineering to assist with determining which roads should have portable 

signs placed. 

 

 

2012 RECOMMENDATION #7 

DEER HERD CONTROL 

No lethal methods of culling should be used in Rochester Hills in 2012 to 

decrease the deer herd.  This option should be reviewed after the deer/vehicle 

collision numbers and aerial count surveys are received.  This option should be 

reconsidered for 2013 if deer/vehicle collisions exceed 200 and if the aerial deer 

count survey trends up by 20% or more. 

 

 

2012 RECOMMENDATION #8 

DEER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

If Rochester Hills City Council expresses interest in continuing the Deer 

Management Advisory Committee (DMAC) in 2012 then the DMAC should meet 

prior to the City Council Annual Report to review the numbers of deer/vehicle 

crashes and aerial counts and make any recommendation to City Council for 

future modifications to the Deer Management Plan.  The purpose and charge of 

this committee for 2012 should be to review all current data and make 

recommendations for 2013 Deer Management Plan action items.   

 

  

 



City of Rochester Hills                    

Deer Crashes and Density Trend Analysis (DVC) 

Agency  1999  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011

Rochester Hills  NA  186  196  219  165  163  122  NA

Oakland County   NA  1,704  1,866  1,876  1,859  1,947  1,836  NA

SEMCOG Region  NA  6,097  6,358  6,280  6,278  6,560  6,062  NA

R.H. Deer Density  229  220  NA  NA  184  134  180  217

Percent (%) Change from Previous to Current Year 

Agency  1999  2005  2006  2007  2008  2009  2010  2011

Rochester Hills  NA  NA  5.4%  11.7%  ‐24.7%  ‐1.2%  ‐25.2%  NA

Oakland County   NA  NA  9.5%  0.5%  ‐0.9%  4.7%  ‐5.7%  NA

SEMCOG Region  NA  NA  4.3%  ‐1.2%  0.0%  4.5%  ‐7.6%  NA

R.H. Deer Density  NA  ‐3.9%  NA  NA  ‐16.4%  ‐27.2%  34.3%  NA

Note: Percent change in 2005 is change from 1999 to 2005.  Percent change in 2008 is change from 2005 to 2008 

 
 
 

 

 



0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Riverbend Park 
(115 Acres)

City Hall (138 
Acres)

Bloomer Park 
(267 Acres)

Winkler Mill 
(109 Acres)

Butler Road 
(330 Acres)

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

D
e

e
r 

O
b

s
e

rv
e

d

Site

Rochester Hills Deer Density 
Aerial Flyover Surveys

1999, 2005, 2008, 2009, 2010 & 2011

1999=229 Total Deer 

2005=220 Total Deer

2008=184 Total Deer

2009=80 Total Deer

2010=107 Total Deer

2011=132 Total Deer



+100%

+33%

+131%

-100%

+18%

-42%

+50%

+0.1%

+92%

-100%

+7%

+5%

-53%

+100%

+69%

+86%

-8%

-33%

+40%

+100%

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

D
e

e
r 

O
b

s
e

rv
e

d

Site

Rochester Hills Deer Density 
Aerial Flyover Surveys

2009, 2010 & 2011

2009=134 Total Deer

2010=180 Total Deer

2011=217 Total Deer



138 Acres

267 Acres

330 Acres 115 Acres

109 Acres

125 Acres

200 Acres

250 Acres

1

2

3 4

5

6

7

8

125 Acres

9

10
100 Acres

Legend

Rivers and Streams

Deer Count Area

RoadEdge

Deer Count Survey Areas

n/gis/dept/pub/project/deercount20092

1

Miles

1   Butler Road / Oakland University
2   Riverbend Park
3   Adams / Avon Rd.
4   Meadowbrook Valley
5   City Hall / EEC
6   Bloomer Park
7   Winkler Mill
8   N. Rochester Rd.
9   Fairview Sub.
10  Fairview Commons



159 159
170

183 178

154

186
196

219

165 163

122

0

50

100

150

200

250

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

*Data provided by SEMCOG
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments

Number of Deer/Vehicle Collissions*
Rochester Hills 1999 - 2010



G

G

G

G

G

G GG

G G

G

G

G

G
G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G
G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

GG

G

G

G

G

GG

G

G

G

G

G
G

G

G

G

G

GG

G

G

G

G

G
G

G

G

G
G

G

G

G

GG

G

G

G

G G

G

G

G

G

G

G

GG

G

G
G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G G

G

G

G

G

G

G GG

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

G

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

") ")

")

")

")

")

")

")")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

") ")

")

")")

") ")")

")")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")
")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")")

")

")
")

")

")

")

")

")

")
")

")

")

")

")

")")

")

")

") ")

")

")

")")

")

")

")")

")

")

")

")
")

")

")

")

")")

")

")

")

")

")

")")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")")")

")

")

")")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

")

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!( !(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(!(

!(

!(

!(

!( !(!(!(

!(

!( !(!(

!( !(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

\

M-59 EB

M-59 W
B

S 
A

da
m

s 
R

d

Jo
hn

 R
 R

d

Dutton Rd

W Hamlin Rd

W Auburn Rd

South Blvd W

W Tienken Rd

C
ro

ok
s 

R
d S  

Li
ve

rn
o i

s  
R

d

M
ai

n

D
eq

ui
nd

re
 R

d

S 
R

oc
he

st
er

 R
d

Parkdale

Mead Rd

E Avon Rd

B
re

w
st

er
 R

d

N
 A

da
m

s 
R

d

E Hamlin Rd

E Auburn Rd

First

South Blvd E

N
 L

iv
er

no
is

 R
d 

Le
tic

a 
D

r

Romeo

Butler Rd

Ruby Ave

School Rd

H
ar

ris
on

 A
ve

Grace Ave

G
er

al
d 

Av
e

Em
m

on
s  

Av
e

M
el

vi
n 

Av
e

Sheldon R
d

Lo
ng

vi
e w

 A
ve

W Third

E Tienken Rd

M
ill

er

O
ld

 P
er

ch
 R

d

C
ul

be
r t

so
n 

A v
e

Was
hington R

d

Cal

G
ra

nd
vi

ew
 D

r

Runyon Rd

H
azelton Ave

N
 P

in
e  

S t

H
es

se
l A

ve

A
l le

y

Pavilion

Ramp

G
ra

nt
 R

d

W
yn

ga
te

 D
r

Yo
rk

 R
d

Ta
yl

or

Bloomer Rd

Lu
dl

ow

Drexelgate Pkwy

North Fairview Ln

Dawes Ave

Arlington Dr

Charlwood Dr

Morley Ave

G
re

en
w

oo
d  

D
r

Chalet Dr

Alsdorf Ave

Ev
er

et
t D

r

Bolinger St

Ea
st

e r
n 

A v
e

W Fourth

Lo
ng

fo
rd

 D
r

Mill

Rain Tree Dr

Clovelly Ave

Firew
ood D

r

H
ar

tli
ne

 D
r

C
o n

e 
A v

e

A
l id

a  
A v

e

Terry

Pine St

South St

C
la

ir 
H

ill
 D

r

Co
nn

or
s 

D
r

El
iz

ab
et

h

Hill

W
ill

ar
d 

Av
e

B
on

d 
St

H
am

p t
o n

 C
ir

Leach R
d

Av
al

on
 R

d B
ar

cl
ay

 C
ir

O
ak

 S
t

B
en

de
lo

w
 R

d

Chase Dr

Essex Dr

A
lls

to
n 

D
r

W
i lc

o x

E Nawakwa Rd

Parkland Dr

N
or

to
n 

La
w

n

Dunham Dr

M
id

va
le

 D
r

Whitney Dr

Salem Dr

W
im

po
le

 D
r

Michelson Rd

Galena

Lake Forest R
d

Shortridge Ave

A
ud

ub
on

C
lear C

reek D
r

W
at

e r

D
ak

ot
a

Sa
in

t C
la

ir 
D

r

F r
an

ks
on

 A
ve

W
e a

ve
rt

on

R
om

e
W

ill
et

 A
ve

Springview
 D

r

Cumberl
an

d Rd

D
rif

t w
oo

d 
Av

e

Gilsam Ave

Highsplin
t D

r

N
es

bi
t L

n

Ju
en

ge
l  D

r
Tim

berl
ine D

r

Melville Dr

Ross Ln

E 
M

ar
yk

no
ll 

R
d

La
ng

le
y 

R
d

Austin Ave Bagley Dr

Dres
sle

r L
n

H
ic

ko
ry

 L
aw

n 
R

d

Mallard St

O
ly

m
pi

a 
D

r

Se
vi

lle
 R

d

Eastlawn Dr

H
em

lo
ck

Tr
ac

ek
y

Bedlington Dr

La
ke

v i
e w

 D
r

Spartan Dr

Technology D
r

O
rc

ha
rd

al
e 

D
r

A
ug

us
ta

 D
r

D
o n

l e
y  

A v
e

D
ev

on
da

le
 R

d

R
id

ge
cr

es
t

R
ochdale D

r S

Prim
rose D

r

Majestic

Ea
st

w
oo

d 
D

r

A
spen

G
un

de
r D

r

N
 H

el
en

 A
ve

Shagbark Dr

Mackwood Rd

Palm Aire Dr

Winry Dr

Sanctuary B
lvd

Concord Rd Th
am

es
 D

r

B
el

la
rm

in
e 

D
r N

 O
ak

 S
t

Northfield Dr

Lehigh Rd

Catlin Dr
W

al
sh

 D
r

Bliss Dr

Fa
irg

ro
ve

 T
er

B
at

hu
rs

t A
ve

R
os

e 
B

rie
r D

r

Linwood

Oakstone Dr

Li
do

Aynsley Dr

W
al

br
id

g e
 R

d

Stark Rd

N
 A

lic
e 

Av
e

Meadowfield Dr

Pleasant View Dr

Munster Rd

Highland

W
alnut B

rook D
r

Star Batt Dr

Sk
yl

a r
k 

St

Norton Rd

Lysander

Product Dr

Fa
lc

on
 D

r

Inglew
ood

W
in

kl
er

 M
ill

 R
d

Red Oak Ln

Peach Tree Ln

Maywood

Quarter

Pa
rk

e  
S t

Kingsview
 Ave

H
illcrest D

r

Streamwood Dr

Thalia Ave

June Ave

H
ar

ve
y 

St

Sandalwood Dr

Lagoon Dr

Blue Beech Rd

R
ockhaven Ave

Kentfield Dr

Waterview Dr

M
illstone Dr

D
ov

er

Jackson Dr

Campus Rd

H
ogan C

irFrancis St

Kilburn R
d N

Le
 G

ra
nd

 B
lv

d 
E

Croydon Rd

H
am

lin
 C

t

D
o r

fie
ld

 D
r

Rancroft Beat

Grand ParkTamm Ave

Doral Dr

Carter Rd

Ironw
ood C

t

Welland Dr

St
on

y 
Po

in
te

 B
lv

d

Cloverdale Dr

Hawkeye

Shadywood Rd

D
on

eg
al

 D
r

Eddington Blvd

M
ar

qu
et

te
 D

r

N
ea

rin
g 

R
d

Parkwood Dr

Heron Ridge Dr

Lake Ridge Rd

Mount O
ak

Fa
nt

a i
l D

r

Pem
broke D

r

C
lif

fv
i e

w
 D

r

Toucan St
Industrial Dr

Cl
ub

 D
r

Miners Run

Ring Neck Dr

Woodfield Way

G
ra

v e
l R

i d
g e

 D
r

Kings Cove Dr

M
ar

te
ll 

Av
e

R
eg

en
cy

 D
r

Charles

Dartmouth Dr

Ashley Cir

Fu
lh

am
 D

r

Pioneer Dr

Sixth

Newcastle Dr

Evelyn Ln

Skyline Dr

Baker St

Piccadilly Dr

Maple Leaf Dr

O
rchard View

 Ave

Albertson Pl
at

e

Monterey Ln

Q
uail R

idge C
ir

Enterprise Dr

Vianne Dr

Colorado Ave

Ja
so

n 
Ci

r

Taj Dr

Av
on

 L
a k

e 
Ln

Southern Ave

Wedgewood Dr

Cloverport Ave

Oklahoma Ave

Peb
ble

 R
idg

e D
r

Charm
 Ct

W
re

n 
Ln

Lockport Rd

Heritage Ln

Baldwin

Meadow Ln

C
oo

lid
ge

 H
w

y

Bluebird Dr

O
ak

 P
oi

nt
e 

D
r

Blockton Rd

Lexington Dr

Avon Manor Rd

Scenic Hollow
 Dr

Collingwood Dr

Stony Creek Dr

Dickson Ln

N
 C

as
te

ll  
Av

e

G
ettysburg C

t

Winter Park Rd

Pi
ne

hu
rs

t D
r

Kr
is

ta
 L

n

H
ar

va
rd

 D
r

Moran
 Dr

Colony Dr

Lincolnshire Dr

Spring Creek Dr

Hillsborough Dr

Autumnview Dr

North Ln

Sh
el

le
y 

D
r

Regal Ave

Sherborn Dr

W
arw

ick D
r

Enfield Rd

Glenmoor D
r

Brookfield Ct

R
oo

ke
ry

 D
r

North Acre Dr

Bloomer Ridge Dr
Star Ct

H
on

or
 D

r

S 
C

as
te

ll 
Av

e

Piper Dr

Childress Ave

Fielding Dr

Hampton Blvd

G
oldenrod D

r

A
corn G

len

Ashford

N
 W

ilcox

Meldon Ln

S Plaza Blvd

Ramp

Ramp

Ramp

S Adams Rd

Ram
p

D
ak

ot
a

Ramp

Ramp Ramp

Ramp

A
lle

y

Ramp

Ramp

Yo
rk

 R
d

Ram
p

Ramp

A
lle

y

Michelson Rd

City of Rochester Hills 

 3 Year (2008-10) Deer Vehicle Crash (DVC) Map

Legend

!( Deer Crashes 2010 (122)

") Deer Crashes 2009 (163)

G Deer Crashes 2008 (165)

RH Trail Lines

RoadEdge

RH Municipal District

SDEPROD.RHC.Wetland

SDEPROD.RHC.Woodland

Sections

Legend
Deer X-ing Signs Installed 2009 For One

Mile Road Segments W/High DVC's 

DPS Engineering-Traffic Division

Drawn By:


	2012 Deer Management Implementation Plan
	Deer Crashes and Density Trend Analysis
	Deer Density Aerial Flyover Surveys 1999-2011
	Deer Density Aerial Flyover Surveys 2009-2011
	Deer Count Survey Areas Map
	Deer Vehicle Collisions 1999-2010
	3 year Deer Crash Map 2008-2010



