
October 22, 2018: City Council Meeting

Rochester Hills
Preserve
Enhance
Diversify
Master Plan



Overview

▪ Master Plan Process

▪ Plan Elements

▪ Next Steps



Process



Visioning

Staff

Planning Commission & City Council

Youth Council



Visioning
▪ Visioning meetings resulted in the three themes

▪ Age-Friendly Community: Provide current and future residents of all ages 
with a variety of options for housing, transportation, goods and services, 
and community facilities/resources.

▪ Sustainability: Direct growth, development, and redevelopment in ways 
that preserve natural features, reduce storm water runoff, and enhance non-
motorized transportation. 

▪ Transportation: Support connectivity throughout the city and anticipate 
how changing technology will impact our mobility.



Review of Background Information

▪ Demographics

▪ Market Assessment Update

▪ Previous Planning Documents

▪ Auburn Road Corridor Plan

▪ Environmental Concerns Inventory

▪ Natural Features Stewardship Program

▪ M59 Corridor Study



Public Input

▪ Public Input Survey. An online survey tool gathered 

input from the community about potential 

redevelopment sites, housing needs and wants, and 

ways to improve the image of Rochester Hills. This 

survey ran during the analysis portion of the project—

from January to April 2018. The survey was completed 

by 748 people.



Public Input
▪ Picture This!™ This online tool is an 

engaging online platform that gives the 
community the opportunity to submit 
photos and comments about things 
people like in the city and other 
communities. This tool was intended to be 
intuitive and user-friendly, and to be used 
on a computer, tablet, or phone. Eighteen 
people responded on this platform.



Public Input



Public Input
▪ Public Open House #1 – April 23, 2018. Following data collection, the 

public was invited to attend an open house at Rochester College to 

review the findings and offer additional input. 

▪ Stations allowed attendees to spend as much time as they wanted to 

learn about the city, ask questions, and offer their comments.  

▪ Attendees were generally positive about the direction of the city in 

terms of land use, but did express concerns over the affordability of 

housing, traffic, and the preservation of natural features. 



Public Input

▪ Open House Story Map. Following the open house, an 
additional story map was developed that included the 
posters and summary of input received. Comments were 
welcomed through this format as well and responses were 
generally consistent with the open house.



Public Input



Public Input

▪ Fourth-Grade Surveys. As part of its curriculum, 4th 
graders in Rochester Hills schools visit City Hall each 
year. 

▪ This year, students were asked what their favorite 
places were in the city, what they wanted to see in 
their neighborhoods, what they wanted near their 
schools, and if they thought they might want to live in 
the city when they grow up. Over 400 children 
provided feedback.



Public Input

Top 10 responses from 4th Grade Surveys 



Public Input

▪ Art Contest. Young people ages 5-18 were asked 
to consider what makes a Great Place and 
respond by drawing or painting a picture, writing a 
poem, or taking a photograph of their favorite 
Great Places in the City of Rochester Hills. 
Winning entries are included in the Master Plan 
Update.



Public Input

Elyse Miller, Age 9Katy Wood, Age 6



Public Input

Mena Nasiri, Age 13 Abigail Mitchell, Age 9



Public Input

▪ Public Open House #2 September 15, 2018, at the 
Village of Rochester Hills. 

▪ Attendees were asked to consider the changes to the 
Future Land Use Map as well as weigh in on the 
concepts for the redevelopment sites. 

▪ Feedback was positive, and no changes were made 
to the Plan following this open house. 



Public Input

▪ Open House Story Map #2. Following the second open 
house, an additional story map was developed that included 
the information shared at the open house.

▪ An online survey asked the same questions and we 
received consistent responses with those from the open 
house.



Public Input



Plan Components



Goals & Objectives

▪ 2012 Master Plan Goals & Objectives were refined and 
reformatted to better encapsulate the goals and the big-
picture steps needed to achieve them

▪ What do we want?

▪ Why?

▪ What are the potential obstacles/related considerations?



Future Land Use Map

▪ The changes are summarized on page 74 of the draft 
Plan.  

▪ The 2012 Master Plan land use categories were refined 
for consistency with previous planning documents. 

▪ Clarify the “Flex” categories

▪ Add new residential land use category, R5, to 
accommodate additional housing types and densities. 



Redevelopment Sites

▪ The Master Plan Update includes site concepts for 
Bordine’s, Suburban Softball/Landfill and the Hamlin 
Landfill areas

▪ Site background

▪ Precedent Images

▪ Discussion of form and site considerations



Housing Assessment

▪ The Plan discusses built and planned density of 
residential dwellings per acre throughout the city. 

▪ Densities range from a low of 0.8 dwellings per acre for 
single-family residential to a high of 20 dwellings per 
acre for multiple-family residential. 

▪ Generally, the built density is in alignment with the 
planned density throughout the city



Housing Strategies

▪ The Plan discusses desirable housing types that aim to meet the 

needs of residents of all ages and abilities.

▪ Single-family homes

▪ Missing middle housing (Walkable, smaller footprint and blended 

densities)

▪ Multiple-family housing

▪ Mixed-use housing (Housing in combination with commercial activities)



Next Steps



Timeline
▪ October 16: Planning Commission reviewed final draft; recommended 

that City Council authorize staff to distribute to adjacent communities 
and reviewing agencies as required by state law.

▪ October 22: City Council authorizes staff to distribute the draft plan.

▪ October 23 (ish) – December 4: 42-day review period

▪ December 18: Planning Commission Public Hearing on Master Plan; 
Adoption of Master Plan.



Stay 
Involved!
www.RochesterHills.org
/MasterPlan
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