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January 25, 2018

City of Rochester Hills Planning Department
1000 Rochester Hills Drive
Rochester Hills, MI 48309

ATTN: Planning Department

RE: 1100 Mead Road
Parcel No.s 15-01-100-024 & 15-01-100-025

On behalf of our client, we are requesting to modify the existing historic
designation of the Property known as 1100 Mead Road. We have included a completed
Historic Districts Establishment, Modification or Elimination Application, along with
various exhibits, drawings and attachments in support of the request. An extensive title
search has been completed as well.

The requested modification would reduce the area of the historic designation from
the current 62 acres to approximately 13 acres immediately surrounding the home built in
1927. This 13 acres includes healthy, second growth woodlands consisting of hickory,
oak, cherry, and walnut. The remaining 49 acres being removed from the historic
desgination is mainly scrub growth, invasive plant species, wetlands and mowed fields.

The history of the site began in 1926 when William Talman purchased part of an
old apple orchard from the owner at the corner of Winkler Mill and Mead Road. Three
trees from the original orchard remain on site today. In 1927, Mr. Talman built a home
on the property that was designed by Wallace Frost, an associate of Albert Kahn. Dick
Spitzely and Mary Ann Scripps-Spitzely purchased the house and property in 1948. In
2003, McGregor of Texas, LP purchased the house and properties.

The house was built presumably as a country home. The style of the home is a
variant of the English revival style with an irregular plan. It is a 1-1/2 story building
constructed of weatherboard, stone and brick with a gabled tile roof. A three-car garage
also exists on the property, with a gable roof to match the residence.

The State of Michigan Historic Preservation Office Intensive Level Survey listing
for this home states that the 1938 rural property inventory shows the house was originally



located on a 13-acre parcel. Over the years, the original parcel has been combined and
recombined with other parcels to form what is now known as 1100 Mead Road with
parcel numbers 15-01-100-024 and 15-01-100-025. We are requesting that the existing
Historic designation be modified to reduce the area designated to the 13 acres
surrounding the home. We have attached a drawing to show the proposed revised
property boundary with the historic designation focused around the home. This honors
the original parcel designation while allowing the remaining land to potentially be
developed.

Per the application instructions, we are providing the following details regarding

the 1100 Mead Road property:

a.
b.
C.

SKQ o

Age of Structure — 91 Years

Architect - Wallace Frost

Previous Owners — William Tallman, RISCO (a partnership), The Richard M.
Spitzley Trust, and McGregor of Texas, L.P.

Significant events or persons associated with the property — none that we are
aware of

Copy of deeds — attached

Photographs of structures — attached

History of site — Title search attached

Any additional information — attached

Sincerely,
DONALD C. WESTPHAL ASSOCIATES, L.L.C.

Jennifer L. Blankenship

CC: Richard Altherr


















State of Michigan Historic Preservation Office
Intensive Level Survey
Rochester Hills Historic Districts Survey

Address

Street: 1100 Mead Rd.

City: Rochester Hills County : Oakland ZIP: 48306

Current Name:

Historic Name: Tallman, William House

Evaluations

Contributes to: William Tallman House

NR Eligible: More Data Needed

Contributing: More Data Needed

SHPO Evaluation: Photo

Resources on Property/Status Filename: RHPhotos\No photo.jpg

Roll: Frame:

Historic Use: D/single dwelling View:
Credit:

Current Use: Disingle dwelling

Owner Type: Private Caption: Photo not obtainable
Main Building

Foundation: Roof: Period of Significance:

1. Concrete 1.

2. 2. Area of Significance:

3. 3. 1 Architecture

Wall: Other: 2

1. Wood: Weatherboard 1. Brick 3

2. Stone 2. Stone Arch/Builder:

3. 3. Date Built: ca. 1927

Architectural Classification:
Material Notes:

Description: 1 1/2 story gable roof house of irregular plan. Appears to be some variant of an English revival

style. Three chimneys--stone and brick. Tax record states the building has a tile roof. Description
based on tax record and old photos.

Other Buildings/Features: Garage. Swimming pool.

Significant Persons:

Statement of Significance: The house was built by William Tallman ca. 1927, presumably as a country home. The 1938 rural

property inventory shows the house located on a 13 acre parcel.

1100 Mead Rd., Inventory of Historic Properties, Avon Township, 1978; Michigan Rural Property
Inventory, Avon Township, 1Q; City of Rochester Hills Assessor's Office.

No access and property is not visible from street. Need to see property in order to evaluate.

References:

Surveyor's Comments:
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State of Michigan Historic Preservation Office
Intensive Level Survey
Rochester Hills Historic Districts Survey

Address
Street: 1100 Mead Rd.
City: Rochester Hills County : Oakland ZIP: 48306
Current Name:
Historic Name:
Evaluations
Contributes to: William Tallman House
NR Eligible: More Data Needed
Contributing: More Data Needed
SHPO Evaluation: Photo
Resources on Property/Status Filename: RHPhotos\No photo.jpg
Roll: Frame:

Historic Use: D/secondary structure View:
Current Use: D/secondary structure Credit:

Owner Type: Private Caption: Photo not obtainable

Main Building

Foundation: Roof: Teriod of Significance:

L. 1.

2. 2. Area of Significance:

3. 3. 1 Architecture

Wall: Other: 2

1. Wood: Weatherboard 1. 3

2. 2. Arch/Builder:

3. 3. Date Built: ca. 1927
Architectural Classification:

Material Notes:

Description: Gable roof garage with same roofing as house. Tax record indicates three car garage but photo seems

to show more. Description based on tax record.

Other Buildings/Features:
Significant Persons:

Statement of Significance: i
References: Michigan Rural Property Inventory, Avon Township, 1Q; City of Rochester Hills Assessor's Office.

Surveyor's Comments: Need to see building in order to evaluate.
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History of Conveyance of
Property in Rochester Hills,
formerly Avon Township

Parcels

15-01-100-011 & 15-01-100-004
(now 15-01-100-024 & 15-01-100-025)

And Parcel
15-01-100-003






1. Chain of Title for parcel 15-01-100-004, starting
~with William Tallman as Trustee of The United
Guardian Trust Co. in 1936 and passing through
various entities and individuals, ending with

RISCO, a Partnership, in 1973
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2. Chain of Title for parcels 15-01-100-001 & 15-

- 01-100-003, starting with Elisha & Vida Whims,

as to parcel 15-01-100-001 in 1925 and William
Tallman as Trustee of The United Guardian
Trust Co. in 1936, and passing through various
entities and individuals, ending with RISCO, a

Partnership, in 1974

At this point, RISCO owned all of 15-01-100-
001, 15-01-100-003 and 15-01-100-004
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