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3 Introductions

Rod Arroyo
Partner

Over 35 years of 
experience

Jill Bahm
Principal Planner
Project Manager

Over 20 years of 
experience

Steve Cassin
Principal Planner
Project Manager

Over 40 years of 
experience
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Planning | Zoning 



5 Updating Zoning Regulations
Responding to Regulatory, Case Law, & Community Changes



6 Updating Zoning Regulations
We stay updated on zoning legislation & case law, 
sharing the findings with our clients 



7 Leaders & Educators in Zoning Trends
We develop articles for national publications & present educational 
sessions in Michigan and around the US 



8 Reflecting Community Plans 



9 The Clearzoning Product 
It’s your zoning code, only better. Making text-based ordinances 
easier to understand and navigate. 



• Michigan (6 in Oakland County)
• Ohio
• West Virginia
• Louisiana
• Colorado (Steamboat Springs in process)

10 The Clearzoning Product 
Currently in five states 

21 Communities Use the Clearzoning Product (as of 9/1/2016)



11 The Clearzoning Product 
Serving 18 communities in southern Michigan; 
our first Upper Peninsula project is underway



12 Experience: Lathrup Village Zoning Ordinance
2012 John Keller Award for Planning Initiative
American Planning Association | Small Town & Rural Planning Division 
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Experience: City of Novi 
2016 Master Plan Update

• MySidewalk
• Online Survey 
• Public Open House 
• Planning Commission 

Study Sessions
• Web page 

Public Input

Key Features 
• Grand River Corridor 
• Redevelopment 

Strategies 
• Implementation 
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Experience: City of Novi 
2016 Master Plan Update

Analysis by Oakland County Planning & Economic Development Services
(September 2, 2016):

– “The City of Novi 2016 Master Plan Update is a well-written and well-
researched plan. It is comprehensive in nature and addresses timely 
issues such as the changing demographics, the shifting housing and retail 
market and natural resource protection.” 

– …the Plan is so reader-friendly and contains a wealth of graphics and 
maps, it should serve as an excellent resource for new and old 
residents alike.”



15 Experience: Clawson Downtown Master Plan
2016 Outstanding Downtown Master Plan –
Main Street Oakland County 

New form-based zoning code also in progress



16 Experience: Big Beaver Corridor Study 
2007 Outstanding Planning Project Award –
Michigan Association of Planning 



17

Planning for and Reviewing Large Scale & Obsolete Sites 
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Rod Arroyo has served as a 
land use and zoning expert 
on several Rochester Hills 
cases include a previous 
proposal to develop a mobile 
home park on a former 
landfill.

Experience: City of Rochester Hills
Obsolete & Challenging Sites 



19

The Mall at Partridge Creek – Clinton Township
Site design, engineering & traffic 
impact analysis for a shopping destination

The Village of Rochester Hills – Rochester Hills
Site design and engineering for a shopping destination

The Heathers – Bloomfield Township
Site design and engineering for former 
Borrow pit

Little Caesars Arena – Detroit 
Site design & civil engineering 

Experience: Other Experience 
Large Development Proposals & Obsolete Sites 



• Civil Engineering 

• Landscape Architecture 

• Laser Scanning

• Land Development Consulting

• Municipal Consulting

• Traffic and Parking Consulting  

• Surveying 

• Website Design 

20 Other Services



THANK YOU
A: 1025 East Maple Birmingham, MI 
T:  248.852.3100
W: www.giffelswebster.com

Facebook.com/giffelswebster

@giffelswebster
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